
Ad  Genesaret – Middle Earth 

Celts, Merovingians, Transfiguration and Blue Apples. 

“And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up 

into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them.” 

“And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can 

white them.” 

Mark 9:2-3 

 

The north and the south thou hast created them: Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 
- Psalm 89:12 

As I live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, Surely as Tabor is among the 
mountains, and as Carmel by the sea, so shall he come. - Jeremiah 46:18  

We must end this book as we started with Bérenger Saunière and this I will do in 
the last chapter, but first in this chapter we must discuss the people who occupied 



the area and from where they originated and lay some of the untruths surrounding 
the mystery which is essentially Saunière’s.  

The powerful picture shown above shows the essence of this priest’s whole 
enigmatic saga. This is a view down what has become to become known as David 
Wood’s Sunrise Line and was taken from a hill called Mont St Michael; the hill is 
666 metres high. In the distance are the mountains of Soularac and St Bartholémy,   

If one climbs onto La Tour Magdala as I did on that first day the twin snow capped 
peaks of St Bartholémy and Pic de Soularac can be clearly seen. These mountains 
have been sacred for thousands of years as the large numbers of megaliths on their 
slopes and the number of previously inhabited caves nearby testifies. The official 
designation for this mountain is St Bartholémy however the locals call this 
mountain “Montagne de Tabe” Thabor Mount and in a manuscript dated 1350CE it 
appears as the name “Mountanha die Taba” and this is in the Occitan language. 
The pronunciation is identical to Tabor and these mountains are a mere 5 miles 
from the awesome Cathar castle of Montségur. To access these peaks one starts via 
the La Trou de l’Ours - the Hole of the Bear. A further interesting designation is 
the other mountain of the twins is Soularac. This is from Soula-rac which is the 
Occitan language for Rock of the Sun and seems to allude to a pre-Christian and 
even pre-Roman era frequented by Druidic priests. In Olhagaray (1609) both of 
these mountains are referred to by the single name Tabor but this particular early 
mention of the mountain is accompanied by the date which is the night of 23rd to 
the 24th August which is feast day of St Bartholomew. In Fabre (1639) we find the 
mention of Montem Tabor and also lacus Sancti-Bartholomaei (Sacred Lake 
Bartholomew) and Eclesia Bartholomeo Sacrata (Sacred Church Bartholomew) in 
the same manuscript so it can be assumed that the mountain was known by the 
name Mount Tabor up until the 17th century with both a church and a lake 
dedicated to Bartholomew. In the chart of Roussel (1730) speaks of the Mountains 
of St Berthelmy and Tabe and also of the Etang (pond) of Tabe. Again in 1737 
another manuscript speaks of Thabor Mount and S Barthelemi, however the name 
also referred to the Montagne d’Appy but this may be confusion with a nearby 
mountain of that name. The mountains are Bartholomew and Soularac initials B 
and S and the reader is reminded of the phrase on Saunière’s bookplate ‘Trigono 
Centri Centrum' - The Centre in the triangle of the Centre’. One is also reminded 
that the initials B.S. are also found above a devil holding some water at the 
entrance of the church of Saint Marie Madeleine in Rennes le Chateau.  
 
Interestingly Soularac is mentioned in a report of a meridian measurement by the 
well-respected astronomer Delambre in 3 volumes of work from 1806 to 1810 that 
followed ground measurements in 1797 by Méchain here it is referred to as Eastern 
Peak of the Saint-Bartholémy Mount and the “Peak of Estangtost”. Delambre was 
born in Amiens in 1749 and was an astronomer and mathematician; he was a 
remarkable man who had a childhood illness which gave him the fear that he 
would soon go blind. As a result of this he read every book that was available to 
him and immersed himself in Greek and Latin literature. He also acquired the 
ability to memorise entire pages and to recite them verbally word for word. He 
also became fluent in Italian, English and German and even published a book called 
“Rules and methods to easily learn English.”. However his interest in astronomy is 
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quite relevant to our story and Delambre’s contribution to the science of 
Astronomy is so great that he has a crater on the moon named after him.  
 
In 1790 the French National Constituent Assembly asked the French Academy of 
Sciences to introduce a new unit of measurement and they decided on the metre. 
This is defined as 1/10,000,000 of the distance from the North Pole to the equator 
and Academy of Sciences prepared to measure the length of the meridian between 
Dunkerque (Dunkirk) and Barcelona and this portion of the meridian also passes 
through Paris. In April 1791 the task of placing the meridian was given to Jean-
Dominique de Cassini, Adrien Legendre and Pierre Méchain. Cassini was chosen to 
head the northern expedition but as a royalist he refused to serve under the 
revolutionary government. On February 15th 1792 Delambre was elected 
unanimously a member of the French Academy of Sciences and in May 1792, after 
Cassini’s final refusal Delambre was placed in 
charge of the Northern expedition, which measured 
down the meridian from Dunkirk to Rodez. Pierre 
Méchain headed the southern expedition from 
Rodez to Barcelona. The measurements were 
finished by 1798 and the data gathered was 
presented to an international conference in 1799. 
Delambre was appointed director of the Paris 
Observatory after the death of Méchain and he was 
also appointed a professor of Astronomy at the 
college de France. Assisted by his wife and his 
stepson Delambre continued the measurement of 
baselines and also the latitude survey for the Paris 
Observatory. In June 1792 it appears that Méchain 
made a mistake in his calculations to fix the size of 
the metre and having discovered the mistake his 
guilt nearly drove him mad and he died in an 
attempt to correct himself. Delambre discovered 
the mistake but decided to seal the evidence of the 
error in a vault at the Paris Observatory and it was 
only discovered 200 years later.    
 
A clue of the relevance of Delambre to our story 
besides his mention in his writings of the mountain 
of Soularac (Solar Rock) can be found in his full 
name - Jean Baptiste Joseph chevalier Delambre 
for he was a member of the chivalric Order of 
Saint Michael (Ordre de Saint-Michel). This Order is 
the oldest Royal order of chivalry in France founded 
by Louis XI on August 1st 1469. The statutes 
provided that the knights should meet annually on 
the feast of their patron the Archangel Michael 
which is of course the 29th September (Michaelmas) 
at the chapel of the monastery of Saint Michael off 
Normandy which has the nearest city of Rennes 
close by.  The British have the Order of Saint 
Michael and Saint George founded in 1818 and the 

Comment [i2]: You are reminded 
that this was the day that Saunière 
wrote the word SECRET in his diary.  



two orders are not to be confused and have no direct affiliation but do show a 
common reverence to the same archangel. 

Delambre was an exceptional astronomer and mathematician and in 1795 he was 
admitted to the Bureau des Longitudes, becoming its President in 1800 a year later 
he was appointed secretary to the Académie des Sciences making him the most 
powerful figure in science in France. An International Commission for Weights and 
Measures was set up and Delambre reported his results to it in February 1799. By 
June of that year, after Méchain had also reported, a definitive platinum bar of 
length one metre was made to become the basis of the metric system. Delambre 
published details of the whole project in Base du système métrique. The first of 
the three volumes, containing the history of measurement of the Earth and the 
project's triangulation data, was published in 1806. When Delambre presented it to 
Napoleon, the emperor said:  

“Conquests will come and go but this work will endure” 

In 1809, Napoleon requested that the Académie des Sciences award a prize for the 
best scientific publication of the decade, the award went to Delambre for his work 
on the meridian.  

The second 
volume of the 
work, published 
in 1807, 
contained the 
data for the 
accurate latitude 
calculations of 
Dunkerque and 
Barcelona. The 
method of 

repeated 
triangulations for 
calculating the 
zero meridian is 

shown here above right and from this work, the length of the metre was fixed as 
an integer proportion of the earth’s radius. Careful observers will notice however 
that this line runs through the mountain of Bugarach and through La Cité 
d’Carcassonne.  

 

However, outside of the village of Rennes les Bains, the Abbé Henry Boudet’s 
former domain, there stands an old Roman Baths in remarkable condition for its 
age due to its partial restoration after the Aude Valley floods of 1992. Outside of 
these baths, we have a plaque placed there in the year 2000 marking the meridian 
perhaps marking the new millennium. A marker that appears remarkably important 
to some even to this day. 
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If this position for the meridian marker is to be believed then all previous markers 
for the French meridian are in the wrong place. This was a puzzle to me when I 
first saw it; none of the meridians fitted this position. However, I remembered 
that Philippe de Chérisey had mentioned a meridian at Rennes les Bains. In 
addition, a Priory of Sion Au Pays de la Reine Blanche document called states that 
“Rennes-les-Bains is located precisely on the Zero Meridian, which connects Saint-
Sulpice in Paris," adding that "the parish of Rennes-les-Bains guards the heart of 
Roseline".  
 
Several people have mentioned that Philippe de Chérisey had quote: “Lost a loved 
one in road accident” on a certain road close to Rennes les Bains. Is this de 
Chérisey being the surrealist prankster again? We do not seem to know who this 
mysterious “Loved One” actually is. What is more Philippe de Chérisey gives the 
date and the place of this unnamed “Loved One’s” death:  
 
"My dear Roseline, who died on 6 August 1967, the Feast of the Transfiguration, 
while leaving the Zero Meridian by car." (p. 108). 
 
Now just a minute here; if you had lost a loved one in some kind of car accident 
with all of its inherent horrors, would you bother to specifically place reference on 
their epitaph to the Feast of the Transfiguration and the fact that they were on 
the Zero Meridian? No the joke seems to be on Jean Luc Chaumeil who seems to be 
over-zealously running with this lost-loved-one surrealist trick of Philippe de 
Chérisey – the Prankster. 
 
Let me sum this up here:  



 
This “Loved One” is called Roseline; she died on the Feast of the Transfiguration 
on a road near to where there has been placed a Meridian Marker only recently on 
the millennium year 2000. 
 
Then according to Jean Luc Chaumeil, this Prankster in memory of this loved one 
decides to make up the entire phrase: 
 

“A dagobert II roi et a sion est ce tresor et il est la mort” 
 
And Chaumeil’s mythos is that this phrase “il est La Mort” is some obscure 
reference to this dead loved one.  
 
But one only needs to go back to what Philippe de Chérisey said himself: 
 
“Two contrary desires share my heart, glory to publish all that at the great day, 
and to jealously keep this treasure without ever saying anything. My whole life 
needs to hesitate and I awake in the same moment that I die….. By the celibacy 
which is imposed on them the priests are the best guards of treasures than one 
can conceive…..A priest, because it is concerned [with] Sky and Earth, must 
meditate on the relationships of astronomy with the geography…..With the 
difference in the phenomena which should be seen to believe, Cromleck of RLB 
[Rennes les Bains] is seen only when one believes in it, nothing is really proven 
there, not even the roulers or hones it posed which will appear readily to the 
whims of nature.” 
 
Clearly Philippe de Chérisey is following up on the musings of Henri Boudet and his 
“La Vraie langue Celtique et le Cromleck de Rennes-les-Bains”. 
 
But when we carefully examine what else is on this alignment we find several 
other points of interest. With these obvious references to the Feast of the 
Transfiguration on 6th August, a date that keeps cropping up here, it is worth 
examining the events of Christ’s Transfiguration on Mount Tabor.  
 
The New Testament presents three almost identical accounts of the 
Transfiguration in three of the synoptic Gospels; Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-9; and 
Luke 9:28-36, significantly it does not feature in the Book of John. To reiterate the 
story these Gospels tell us that Jesus went up onto a mountain (Mount Tabor), with 
the disciples Peter, John and James, and in their presence Jesus was transfigured 
shining like the Sun and then there appears Moses and Elias (Elijah). It is 
interesting to note here that the painting by David Teniers which we have been 
calling St Anthony and St Paul fed by Ravens is listed in the Witt Library catalogue 
at the Courtauld Institute as Elijah and Elisha being fed by Ravens. This is odd as 
the painting clearly has a crucifix on the rock at the centre yet those are prophets 
from the Old Testament and equally odd is the fact that Elisha was never fed by 
ravens although Elijah was fed bread and flesh after God had sent him into the 
desert. In the New Testament, both Jesus and John the Baptist are on some 
occasions thought to be Elijah. John the Baptist was actually described by the 
Archangel Gabriel as coming "in the spirit and power of Elijah" .  
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However the most evocative mention of Mount Tabor comes from Otto Rahn in his 
book Crusade against the Grail He said after relating the tale told to him by the 
old Pyrenean shepherd about Esclarmonde and the dove: 
 
“My shepherd of Tabor was relating timeless wisdom. Don’t elves play in the 
moonlight around the crystal clear springs in their native Pyrenees? Don’t Oak 
trees on the Tabor speak to the shepherds, who are so far from God’s world, by 
rustling their leaves? The guaranteed authentic story that the ninety-year-old 
peasant of Ornolac told me shows that the grandchildren of the druids and bards, 
of the Cathars and troubadours, are today’s mystics and poets. He asserted that 
he saw a snake on the Tabor that bit its own tail and shook itself as it formed a 
circle at the abyss of the Sabarthes toward the snow-covered summit of 
Montcalm’s peak.”  
 
He went on: 
 
“Today, Pyrenean peasants still idealize the world that surrounds them and 
consider it enchanted. The Cathars and the troubadours are long dead but can 
human desire for Paradise and God ever be extinguished? Three times the Tabor 
was cursed and three times it burned in flames. Six hundred years later, a day 
worker from the town of Ornolac pretends to have seen the symbol of eternity: a 
snake that bites its own tail.” 
 
A snake that bites its own tail? - The old shepherd can only be referring to the 
Ouroborus  here. 
 



  
 

Sabarthez



If there were a meridian line to be drawn through the village of Opoul Perillos then 
when compared to Mount Hermon in Israel then it becomes 33 degrees longitude 
east, a measure that should be significant to Scottish rite freemasons. It should 
also be noted that Mount Hermon is already at 33 degrees latitude, Mt Hermon is a 
place on earth that will then carry the distinctive position of 33 degrees north and 
33 degrees east when referenced to a Rose Line drawn through a specific place in 
the district of Roussillon i.e. Opoul Perillos, a place that Saunière is reported to 
have shown more than a little interest in.  Mt Hermon is known as Mount Sion and 
in more recent years it is thought to have been the site of Christ’s transfiguration. 
The actual mountain of Christ’s configuration is disputed however the biblical 
narrative tells us that he went from Bethsaida to the neighbourhood of Caesarea 
Philippi where Peter’s confession was made. This mountain of Christ’s 
transfiguration is some six days travel away from Caesarea Philippi and Mount 
Hermon fits this scenario perfectly. 
 
The other candidate for Christ’s transfiguration is Mount Tabor and three churches 
were built on top of this mountain by the 6th century and it is also perfectly 
possible to travel from Caesarea Philippi to Mount Tabor in six days but it is some 
fifty miles away and the Gospel of Mark does not mention Jesus passing through 
Galilee. Most scholars prefer Mount Herman for the scene of the transfiguration 
which can be seen as far south as the Dead Sea. The transfiguration of Christ was 
witnessed by Peter, and James, and John and the mountain of St Bartholomew has 
been known by the locals in the Ariège as Mount Tabor. The mountain of St 
Bartholomew (shown above) is covered with menhirs and dolmans and the two 
mountains are 8 kilometres from the awesome Cathar Castle of Montségur. There 

are also two lakes on 
the northern slopes of 
St Bartholémy and Pic 
de Soularac, one is 
called Etang du 
Truites (Pond of the 
Trouts) and the other 
is Etang du Diable 
(Pond of the Devil) 
shown below and the 
stream from these 
two lakes flows past 
Montségur. According 
to Wolfram Von 
Eschenbach these are 
the lakes of the Grail. 

The word Truites is almost certainly a corruption of the word Druids (or possibly 
vice versa) and there are dolmans and stone markers on these mountains that show 
the presence of the Druids from a former time. 
 
In Rahn’s writings there is an interesting old legend that he recounts in "Crusade 
against the Grail (Kreuzzug gegen Gral)". He writes of an ancient lake "entre 
Montségur et la cime du Thabor". It is a lake of dark (green) waters surrounded by 
sheer cliff walls. He calls it the Lake of the Trouts or the Lake of Sins. It is situated 
between the mountain of Saint Bartholomew (opposite Montségur) and the Pic de 
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Soularac (Saint Bartholomew's twin summit). It is in this lake where legend has it 
the druids threw gold, silver and precious stones at a time long before Jesus. This 
treasure was said to be the fabled treasure of the Temple of Delphi. In Rahn’s 
book he speaks to an Areigois local and asks him why if there are no Trout in the 
lake then why is it called Etang des Truites. The local tells him that the lake is 
cursed and one should not throw stones into the water. They said that the people 
were dying en masse and the Druids told them to throw their gold and silver into 
the lake as tribute to the powers of the underworld. In stone wheeled carts they 
transported their riches to the lake and threw it in. The Druids then drew a magic 
circle around the lake, all the fish died and the green waters turned black and 
from that moment the people were cured of their terrible affliction. They said 
that all of the gold and silver will belong to those who can break the magic circle 
but as soon as they touch the gold they will die of the same affliction that killed so 
many people before.  
 
We are told by Strabo that, Brennus, the Celtic chief who died in 279 BCE, led two 
hundred thousand soldiers into Greece and eventually defeated the assembled 
Greeks at Thermopylae after being first repulsed. He then supposedly went on to 
raid the treasure of Delphi however on the point of victory at Parnassus, a series of 
natural calamities: lightning storms, falling rocks, hail stones and heavy snow 
assailed the Brennus' troops causing many deaths to the besiegers. The Oracle told 
the townsfolk of Delphi that Apollo would not allow them to suffer any distress and 
the loss of their treasure. Brennus himself was wounded and the Celts fell back, 
killing their own wounded as they retreated. The retreating Celtic army suffered a 
further defeat by the Thessalians and the Malians at Spercheius. The tribe 
commanded by Brennus was thought to have been from the Celtic tribe Prausi who 
were from Pannonia which is now Hungary, Austria, Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia and 
Bosnia Herzegovina. On their retreat the remaining Celts settled on Hellespont 
around Byzantium and founded the kingdom of Galatia and eventually inhabited 
the whole of Anatolia which is now Turkey. 
 
However, this popular historian Strabo relates the story that the Celts were finally 
victorious at Parnassus and supposedly did steal at least part of the Delphi treasure 
which was eventually brought to Tolosa (Toulouse) by the Celtic tribe called the 
Tectosages who were said to have been part of Brennus’ invading army, but 
because of the nature of the procurement of the booty at such heavy cost it was 
considered cursed and disposed of. It is this treasure that was thrown into the 
lakes described by Wolfram von Eschenbach as the Grail Lakes. A stream from 

these two lakes 
flows past 
Montségur and 
according to 
Wolfram Von 
Eschenbach these 
are the lakes of the 
Grail. 
 
Is this lake full of 
cursed treasure? 
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In fact these two lakes are between the peaks of St Bartholémy and Pic de 
Soularac (Initials B and S) and in one lake is a species of Golden Salamander. One 
of course will remember that Devil, Water, Salamanders and the initials B and S 
greet you as you enter Saunière’s church also the phrase by this sign you will 
overcome. 
 
One remembers of course that the Galatians have a whole chapter dedicated to 
them in the Epistles of Paul from the New Testament but also significant is the 
movement possibly the brainchild of George Monti and continued into fruition by 
Pierre Plantard which he called Alpha Galates – The First Galatians. These Celts 
who settled in Galatia became the Gauls and these people were referred to by 
Francis Bacon as Gallo-Graeci. The Galatians were comprised thus: 
 

 The Tolistboboii, on the west: Pessinus was their chief town. 

 The Tectosages, in the centre: chief town Ancyra (Ankara) 

 The Trocmi, in the east around their town Tavium 
 
Each tribal territory was divided into four cantons or tetrarchies, each tetrarchs 
had under him a judge and a general. The Tectosages formed part of Galatia that 
included an area that is later called Ancyra which is now modern day Ankara. The 
name Tolistbo-boii has given its name to the city of Toulouse, the Boii being a well 
known Celtic tribe and the Tectosages are confirmed as being in the area 
comprising Rennes le Chateau by Julius Caesar. These Tectosages had a sacred 
ground prepared for council meetings twenty miles south of Ancyra which they 
called Drynemeton the Fane (temple) of the Oaks.  
   
After many battles Galatia, in Asia Minor was finally subdued, around 25BCE, and 
incorporated into the Roman Empire of Octavian Augustus. However there 
remained a temple to the Phrygian Goddess Men called the Monumentum 
Ancyraum and the Galatians followed a Polytheistic religion long into the Christian 
era. 
 
During his second missionary journey the Apostle Paul from Tarsus, accompanied 
by Silas and Timothy  visited the region of Galatia and became ill and as a 
consequence stayed with these Galatians a long time. In Acts 18:23 and acts 14:8-
23 he the bible says the he again went to Galatia. On this second occasion initially 
the people worshipped him and Barnabas as Gods calling them Hermes and Zeus 
after he had healed a man. However things changed and he was eventually stoned 
by the crowd and left for dead. At this time the Galatians were still speaking their 
Celtic language and 300 years later Saint Jerome commented that the Galatians 
were still speaking this same language in Ancyra and far to the west in Trier in 
what is now the German Rhineland. The city of Nicea is on the border of Galatia 
and Phrygia and this is the place where the famous first and seventh ecumenical 
councils, which laid out the structure of the Christian faith, took place. Nicea was 
the capital of the Byzantine Empire during the period from 1204 until 1261 until 
the city of Constantinople was recaptured. 
 
The statutes of the Alpha Galates are dated December 27, 1937, however they 
were only registered some five years later in 1942. Alpha Galates was essentially a 
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right wing publication and it was forbidden for any Jews or freemasons to enter 
this group. The official purpose was to provide aid for young people who had 
suffered under the German occupation of World War One, but it also described 
itself as being led by articles of chivalry and French patriotic ideals through mutual 
support and group activities.  

It is clear that Alpha Galates was the forerunner of the Priory of Sion and was 
distinctly pro-Nazi. In 1939 Plantard headed a Catholic youth group which 
organised retreats in Brittany for teenagers in a similar fashion to the Bavarian 
youth camps in Nazi Germany. On December 16th 1940 Plantard wrote to Marshal 
Petain, head of the Vichy Government in France denouncing a vast Jewish-Masonic 
plot, but the only attention he received was various entries into police files. In 
1941 Plantard applied to begin an organisation called the French National Renewal 
but was denied official permission in September 1941.  The first official 
publication in their Journal Vaincre came in September 1944 at a time when 
France was being liberated from the Nazis; however records say it had been 
published earlier in 1942. This earlier publication was full of anti-Semitic and pro-
Vichy articles but had some superficial esoteric articles based on Celtic traditions 
and chivalry. Alpha Galates only produced six copies of Vaincre before it ceased 
publication and it earned Plantard some notoriety particularly with the French 
police. As late as February 1945 Alpha Galates was still being investigated by the 
police and particularly its membership but outwardly concluded that it had no 
serious purpose. One prominent person drawn into Alpha Galates was Robert 
Amadou who believed it to be a genuine esoteric group but later revealed that its 
true purpose was political. Amadou, a Freemason and Martinist, has refused to 
discuss Alpha Galates and says that he has no involvement in politics either before 
or since. In 1947 Pierre Plantard filed yet more legal papers in order to create 
another organization, ostensibly for historical research, called the Latin Academy 
and placed his mother as head of the group. However this group was again an 
organisation with similar beliefs and purposes as Alpha Galates. It was shortly after 
this that Pierre Plantard began promoting himself in Catholic circles as the 
Merovingian pretender to the French throne and particularly in the seminary of the 
church of St Sulpice in Paris. He later abandoned this group in order to start the 
Priory of Sion in 1956.  

Fundamentally the Priory of Sion, probably taking a lead from the genuine Abbey 
of Sion or the Order of the Rose Croix of the Temple and the Grail founded by 
Josephin Péladan in 1891 tried to promote themselves inside esoteric circles by 
publishing a mixture of the truth interspaced with self-promoting claims (possibly 
genuinely believed). The purpose of this was to have high status and worthy of 
membership amongst people with beliefs in the mystic, particularly those with 
money and influence. In this respect the Priory of Sion is no worse than any other 
esoteric group that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Their 
primary motive would not be money but a genuine desire to seek the truth but like 
most of the numerous groups of similar interests and persuasion they found the 
need to draw in as much information by drawing in members already placed in 
other Orders. They could do this by speculating on unconfirmed information they 
had uncovered and then pushing this forward as the truth. As an impressionable 
teenager Plantard may have received genuine inspiration from someone who may 
have genuinely been close to the truth, i.e. his mentor George Monti, also known 



as Count Israel. Monti, you will remember was murdered but was also associated 
with some of the most prominent esoteric adepts of his time.  

With the possible exception of his claim to have Merovingian ancestry that was 
probably promoted by the Cercle du Lys in Paris, Plantard believed many aspects 
of the story he was promoting and was probably not in this purely for money as 
some have suggested.     

There is the saying there is no smoke without fire and the smoke in this case 
emanates from a quite definite source, for we still have to discuss the main 
players in this story – Beranger Saunière and his lesser known but possibly just as 
important contemporary at Rennes les Bains – Henri Boudet. For undeniably these 
two Abbé s were conducting activities not conducive to a Catholic priest of the 
faith in the area of the Languedoc from the turn of the twentieth century and the 
suggestion that these two were merely selling masses is palpable nonsense and is 
one of the easiest suggestions touted that can be completely destroyed. No, these 
two curé, and their murdered neighbour the Abbé Géllis, were most definitely up 
to something.  

So what did Saunière find in his church, if indeed he found anything at all? Well 
one of the so-called Priory documents I’ve already mentioned called the Circle of 
Ulysses written by someone called Jean Delaude states quite clearly that only 
three parchments were discovered by two workmen who are named as Pibouleu 
and Babou, when they raised a flagstone in front of the altar. The document goes 
on to say that Saunière found gold coins and jewels from the 16th and 17th 
centuries and that these were sold to a jeweller in Perpignan who came to the 
hotel of Mr Eugene Castel at Sadi Canot Quay. The document goes on to say that 
the coins were sold abroad and a certain number of these go to the numismatist, 
Léo Schidlof and that some were given to a young seminary called Joseph Courtaly. 
The three parchments are the genealogy lists mentioned earlier 

 

 

 The genealogy of the Counts of Rhedae since 1243 and this carries the seal 
of Blanche de Castille. 

 A document by François-Pierre d’Hautpoul giving a genealogy list from 1240 
and a comment described as ”Bad Latin” 

 The will of Henri d’Hautpoul from April 24th 1645 which carries his seal and 
signature and the initials P.S. in Gothic writing and a Latin invocation of 
five saints. 

 At no point is there mentioned any coded passage from the bible. If this document 
is part of the hoax why do the hoaxers insist later that these parchments were 
included? 

These five saints mentioned are: 
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 St Anthony of Padua 

 St Anthony of Egypt (Anthony the Hermit) 

 Saint described as Sulpice of Bourges  

 Saint described as Roch of Montpellier 

 St Marie Magdalene 

Notice that these are the saints in Saunière’s church with the notable absence of 
St Germaine, the Shepherdess from Toulouse.   

This last document, according to the Circle of Ulysses, was supposedly written two 
months before the death of Henri d’Hautpoul who was then 42 years old and that 
they were sealed by M Espezel in Limoux but they carried a broken seal and had 
been opened at the Chateau of Rennes in 1743. That is to say 48 years after the 
death of Henri d’Hautpoul and hidden again during the French revolution by the 
canon Antoine Bigou were they remained until discovered by the two workmen.  

Notice here that the document says that Bigou did not write any documents, 
however it does say that Bigou removed a flagstone from the north face of the 
tomb at Les Pontils and brought it to the cemetery at Rennes le Chateau in 
November 1789, this flagstone carried the phrase ET IN ARCADIA EGO. It goes on to 
say that the tombstone written in Gerard de Sède’s book is faked. From 1789 to 
1895 (not 1891) this stone is on the tomb of the Marchioness of Blanchefort in the 
cemetery of Rennes le Chateau church next to the bell tower. It says that Saunière 
defaced this tombstone in January 1895 who then placed it on the ossuary which 
had been built by the Study Bureau of Elie Tisseyre. In September 1966 this 
defaced stone was covered in reagent and photographed in infra red and it 
revealed the following phrase: 

“A first protest by Domenica Olivier d’Hautpoul was made to the town hall of 
Rennes in February 1895 for the withdrawn stone of the tomb of her 
grandmother” 

Saunière then, according to the Circle of Ulysses, apparently engraved a new 
flagstone and this is the text that was published by Elie Tisseyre in 1906. However 
this stone was then withdrawn a few months after being placed on the tomb of 
Marie de Blanchefort after this protest by Domenica Olivier d’Hautpoul to Saunière 
for the removal of her grandmother’s tombstone and carried the epitaph: 

“This flagstone was not erased and broken in its middle in a corner of the 
cemetery of Rennes. It was withdrawn by Ernest Cros, was deposited in Ginoles, 
then in 1939, moved to Carcassonne to a private property where it is now. That 
M. Rene Descadeillas knows very well, as he proves in a passage of his 
mythological book of the treasure of Rennes “. According to answers to questions 
put to Ernest Cros the inscription reconstitutes the words Reddis Regis: 

The Circle of Ulysses speaks of some “Diplomas of Languedoc and quotes the titles 
of three of them: 
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1. The charter of Vicus Electum of 813, reporting the foundation of the 
monastery Sainte-Marie d’Alet by Bera IV, Count of Rhédae, and his 
wife Romella. 

2. the charter of Arcias Villa of 761, reporting the foundation of the 
monastery of Arques by Guillaume or Guillemon, count of Rhédae 
(burnt down and replaced in 14th century by a castle).  

3. the charter of the Villa Capitanarias known later as the Villa Trapas 
from 718, reporting the foundation of the monastery of Saint Martin’s 
day d’Albières by Sigebert, count of Rhédae and his wife Magdala. 

Here the document makes the connection of Sigebert IV who was the son of 
Dagobert II of Austrasia. It also describes the son of Béra was Wamba the 
proclaimed king of the Visigoths in 672. The counts of Rhédae are thus the 
descendants of the Visigoths. But interestingly this document speaks of Dagobert II 
and Mathilde (Mechtilde), the Celtic princess he married at the age of 15 in 666CE 
whilst he was exiled in Ireland. Dagobert II was educated at Slane monastery near 
to Dublin . Dagobert and Mathilde had moved to York at the behest of Saint 
Wilfrid, the Bishop of York. However Mathilde died but left him with two daughters 
and according to the document and quick to recognise a political opportunity, the 
Bishop of York arranged the marriage of Dagobert II to the Arian Visigoth princess 
Giselle de Razes around 669CE, who, it is said, was the daughter of Béra I, count of 
Razes and was the Bishop of York’s God daughter. Other testimonies describe 
Giselle as a woman of ravishing beauty skilled in the arts and educated beyond the 
level of women of her day. The legend says they were married at Rhédae (Rennes 
le Chateau), a city boasting a population of over 30000, in 671CE and as well 
having at least one more daughter they had a son called Sigebert and he became 
the Comte de Razes. This charter from 718 shows Sigebert and his wife Magdala 
had founded the monastery at Albières, a village 17km east of Rennes le Chateau. 
The ruins at the village of Albières are still there but the document goes on to say 
that the monastery was involved in gold mining between Auriac and Albières and is 
dedicated to Saint Martin, Bishop of Tours who, legend says, tore his coat in two 
and gave half to a beggar. But Sigebert is named in the document by the curious 
title Rejeton Ardent which directly translates as “Burning Kid” but probably means 
a “Sapling” and this is “Plantard” in French. Another curious point raised in the 
document is the suggestion that Magdala, the wife of Sigebert is herself one of the 
three daughters of Bera, Count of Rhédae and Bridjet, herself the eldest daughter 
of Dagobert by his first marriage to Mathilde, so effectively Sigebert married his 
own half-sister’s daughter who was called Magdala.        

Jean Delaude quotes the Languedoc poet Maurice Magre in the Circle of Ulysses 
where he says: 

“Formerly Arcadians, simple shepherds having followed their armed Greek hosts 
to Gaul were installed in the Pyrenees and made stock there. From there the 
tradition of Oc, from where the father of Count Bera, the Duke Wamba is 
proclaimed king of Visigoths around Razes. That is to say they originated from the 
Arcadians.”  
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The genealogy is given thus: 

TULCA-----------------------RICHILDA 

| 

      WAMBA--------------GISLICA  MATHILDE--------------DAGOBERT II---
-------------GISELLE 

   |      |   
 | 

 BERA II-----------------------------------BRIDJET   
 | 

      |      
 | 

                                MAGDALA----------------------------------------------SIGEBERT 

Tulca (Tulga) was the Visigoth King of Hispania from 640 to 642 and had command 
of the frontier with the Basques. Little is known about him but there is a 
suggestion that he spent his later years in a monastery. Wamba was a prince of 
considerable talent and vigour and there is a statue of Wamba in Madrid and in 673 
he laid siege to a rebellion by his own emissary Flavius Paulus in Narbonne. Paulus 
had incited the Basques to rise up against Wamba and so he led an army into the 
western Pyrenees and forced the Basques into submission. Wamba then marched 
into Narbonne and Tarragona and put down the rebellion. Wamba was eventually 
poisoned in Pampliega a province of Burgos in Castile and Leon under the direction 
of Erwig who succeeded him as king. Other genealogy lists say that Gislica was the 
sister of Wamba, it is perfectly feasible that she was his half sister and his wife.  
Other lists place Gislica as the wife of Tulca however no other genealogy list 
places Wamba as the son of Tulca, however there is a legend that says he may 
have been the illegitimate son of Tulca and a servant girl. Although not shown 
above Giselle was the daughter of Bera I but some genealogy lists place her as the 
daughter of Gislica.  

The Circle of Ulysses states quite clearly that the manuscripts of Gerard de Sède 
are forgeries and that they were manufactured in 1961 by the Marquis Philippe de 
Chérisey and deposited in May 1962 at Maitre Bocon-Gibot. The document goes on 
to say: 

“Better still this same Marquis spiced his joke by publishing in June 1971 (with 
registration and copyright with the National Library) a work on Rennes, with a 
decoding of the original. This work bears the name of Circuit.”  

None of the decoded parchments actually mention the word Rennes and seem to 
favour the Church of Saint Sulpice more, although the shepherdess parchment does 
mention the same phrase that was written underneath the altar of Saunière’s 
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church that was removed by a vandal prior to 1970 and one must remember that 
the Circle of Ulysses was written in 1977. This phrase is the only obvious link to 
Rennes le Chateau by any of the parchments. If Jean Delaude is Philippe de 
Chérisey why is he doing the narration in the third person and speaking of the 
Marquis (himself) spicing his joke in 1971, i.e. after the phrase was removed from 
underneath the altar?    

Let me reiterate here that the author is saying that the manuscripts written by 
Gerard de Sède are forgeries, thus implying that the rest of the Circle of Ulysses, 
including his view regarding the origin of the Dukes of Razes, is not a forgery. The 
author is playing with us here for when we look at this curious title he is pointing 
us to Dante’s Inferno of his Divine Comedy where Odysseus (Ulisse in the original 
Italian) is near the bottom of hell with Diomedes and he is wrapped in flame in the 
Eight Ring the Counsellors of Fraud of the Eighth Circle the Sins of Malice as a 
punishment for his schemes and conspiracies that won the Trojan war i.e. The 
Trojan Horse that was wheeled into the citadel of Troy carrying something that 
will bring about their downfall. Dante has Odysseus relate a different version of his 
final voyage and death from the one written by Homer and tells us of how 
Odysseus set out to sail beyond the Pillars of Hercules into the western sea to find 
what adventures awaited them. After travelling west for five months they see a 
great mountain rising from the sea and this to Dante is Purgatory. Dante did not 
have Homer’s version of the travels of Odysseus and so this entire story comes 
from Virgil’s Aeneid and Ovid’s Metamorphosis. It is perhaps an interesting 
supplement to this that the City of Lisbon was thought by the Greeks to be 
founded by Ulysses (Odysseus) calling it Ulisipo or Ulisseya, indeed the Roman 
name for Lisbon was Olisipo and this supposed founding of Lisbon by Ulysses is 
repeated by the great ancient historian Strabo and the Roman geographer 
Pomponius Mela.      

Perhaps I should remind the reader that the Priory documents were in fact 
allegedly stolen from Philippe de Cheriséy’s apartment at 37 Rue Saint Lazare, 
Paris and that these apparently fell into the hands of Gerard de Sède and as and 
the world now appears to have a distorted view of events surrounding Beranger 
Saunière. We know of this theft from a letter written by Philippe de Chérisey to 
Pierre Plantard dated 11th July 1965 where he also speaks of the file of George 
Monti falling into the hands of Gerard de Sède.  

Is the Circle of Ulysses Philippe de Chérisey’s confession, a recompense for his 
“schemes and conspiracies”? If that be the case then the Circle of Ulysses is 
probably the truth as envisaged by Philippe de Chérisey. He maintains that the 
parchments are forgeries only after the theft and them falling into the hands of 
Gerard de Sède. Despite his so-called confession the deeper evidence suggests that 
he wasn’t the originator of the Shepherdess parchment, one has to read the so-
called confessions by this prankster very carefully.  One usually touted as a 
confession merely says that he took responsibility for being author and went on to 
say However the bottom line is that if, as we know, Philippe de Chérisey was an 
initiate into a secret society then it does not matter if he did write the coded 
parchments, the parchments have meaning to this society and require a solution. 
Indeed the nature of those parchments and their absence from the list of 
documents recorded in the Circle of Ulysses suggests that the coded Dagobert and 
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Shepherdess documents are either contemporary with or written after Saunière. 
The Circle of Ulysses and Jean Delaude is intriguing to say the least for in it he 
finishes with this sweeping statement: 

“My opinion is the same one: Dagobert II did not have descendants. The Counts of 
Rhédae cannot be Merovingian descendants.” 

This is an odd statement to make because the Dossier Secrets in fact says that 
Dagobert II had at least three daughters from his marriage to Mathilde – Iruine 
(became an Abbess of Geran), Bridjet (married in Scotland and had three 
daughters) and Ragnetrude (became a nun). His daughters by Giselle were Rathilde 
(married Chilperic II) and Adele (became a nun). His son Sigebert IV is called by the 
title Plant Ard. Sigebert IV son was Sigebert V and he is recorded to have been 
interred in Rhédae (Rennes le Chateau). Furthermore according the Dossier Secrets 
Sigebert V son was Bera III who was also interred in the church of Saint Mary 
Magdalene in Rhédae. The genealogy list continues through several generations. 
This Genealogy of the Merovingian Kings was deposited in the French National 
Library in 1964 although it is dated 1956. It quotes the names who drew up the list 
as the Abbé Pinchon (1814), Dr Herve (1843), the genealogist Hamberg in 1912 who 
said it was copied from the parchments of the Abbé Saunière (February 1892) and 
also the manuscript of Abbé Denyau (2nd volume in folio – 1629) and G.Dubreuil 
(1857 - History of Gisors). The last date on the list is 1902.         

The Circle of Ulysses finishes with a quote from Nostradamus.  

“Of a circle, of a lily, will be born a so big prince. Soon and late come his 
Province” 

One is reminded here that Joseph is always depicted holding a lily and indeed is 
seen doing so along with baby Jesus on the left side of the altar in the church of 
Rennes le Chateau. The first seventeen verses of the New Testament describe the 
bloodline of Joseph from Abraham and David. 

Remember that many believe the author to be Philippe de Chérisey and the Circle 
of Ulysses was written before the book Holy Blood and the Holy Grail was first 
published and written roughly around the time when there had been a series of TV 
programmes called Chronicle broadcast by the BBC, however it was written 
immediately after Gerard de Sède’s book. Someone calling themselves Jean 
Delaude did write several articles on Rennes le Chateau in the French regional 
press during the 1960s.  

To take this all in context one has to cross reference the Circle of Ulysses with 
what was said in the book L’Or du Rennes ou La Vie insolite de Béranger Saunière 
curé de Rennes-le-Chateau by Gerard de Sède published in 1967. L’Or du Rennes 
was originally a manuscript written by Pierre Plantard that failed to find a 
publisher; it was almost abject plagiarism by de Sède.  The Circle of Ulysses is a 
direct repost to de Sède’s L’Or du Rennes for it does appear that he had somehow 
got hold of Pierre Plantard’s material and there appeared to be a concerted effort 
to discredit L’Or du Rennes. In the letter written on the 11th July 1965 by de 
Chérisey to Plantard it warns Plantard that de Sède is in possession of the case of 
files of the Priory of Sion and with these contents, described as the files of George 
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Monti, is preparing a book against them. The letter speaks of Philippe Toscan du 
Plantier who seems to have given de Chérisey a good deal of his research but that 
Toscan is delirious with drugs. Some of the research comes from “Files of the 
Order” held by de Chérisey’s Uncle Saint Hillier at the Chateau de Lys. De Chérisey 
says that on September 19 1736 François d’Hautpoul and Jean Paul de Nègre were 
founders of the Priory of Sion as well as Andre Hercules de Rosset at Limoux and 
Stenay. He goes on to say that Charles and Maximilien de Lorraine, after the 
revolution continued the Order with Charles Nodier, Victor Hugo followed by 
Claude Debussy (with George Monti) and finally Jean Cocteau. He mentions a 
threatening letter he received from someone calling himself Roger Dagobert and 
here he says that he threw the threatening letter into the bin and states quite 
categorically to Plantard that he invented the Dagobert connection in the 
parchment.                 

Gino Sandri, Secrétaire de Prieure de Sion said in an interview that Saunière did 
indeed find parchments but are not the ones published by Gerard de Sède, 
however he seems to imply that the parchments are not in themselves fake. He 
specifically states that the decoding of them will not lead you to any treasure and 
were never intended for the general public but were used “as support with an 
exchange of messages coded between networks in action, even in competition”. 
He went on to say that the drafting of these parchments answered at the time a 
precise goal and they diverted attention in order to protect from other documents. 
Sandri is clearly speaking of the decrypted Dagobert and Shepherdess parchments 
here and he basically went on to say that the Priory were also swindled by them 
and that they are of no further interest to the Priory. Sandri seems to accept the 
view that the author of both these parchments was Philippe de Chérisey or he may 
merely be trying play down their importance. The interviewer actually states in a 
question to Gino Sandri that “we know that the parchments were carried out by 
Philippe de Chérisey” but Sandri doesn’t comment on this aspect but carries on 
speaking about Gerard de Sède’s book. At no point does Sandri say in so many 
words that de Chérisey wrote the parchments but he doesn’t specifically deny it 
either. He does comment that the publication (he calls it opuscule) called Le 
Serpent Rouge is interesting but that neither Pierre Plantard nor the Priory had 
been involved in the hanging of the three supposed authors.  

Le Serpent Rouge was published at the Bibliothèque Nationale on the 15th February 
1967, just prior to the publication of Gerard de Sède’s L’Or du Rennes and it seems 
to concentrate around the Churches of St Sulpice and St Germain des Prés in Paris 
and pushes the date of 17th January. Indeed the stanza is dated 17th January 1967 
but there is no specific reference to Rennes le Chateau and has little reference 
beyond the mention of phrases like Par ce Signe tu le Vaincras. The most 
mysterious aspect of Le Serpent Rouge is its purpose and who it is aimed at. Most 
of the other so-called Dossier Secrets deposited in the Bibliothèque Nationale seem 
to enhance Gerard de Sède’s book but Le Serpent Rouge does nothing for it. In fact 
the only explanation is the surrealist aspect that is indicative of the group called 
La Main à Plume that included Gerard de Sède amongst its members. The works of 
the group feature the element of surprise and unexpected juxtapositions and this 
seems to fit the style of Le Serpent Rouge. Gerard de Sède did not understand 
what he was writing about in L’Or du Rennes and tried to be clever by placing in a 
surrealist aspect to the whole mystery of Saunière. It is far too easy to dismiss all 
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of this but one should heed the words of Gino Sandri who is basically saying that 
there was a verbal war going on between esoteric groups.     

Pierre Plantard de Saint-Clair had been the Grand Master of the Priory of Sion until 
1989 however his son Thomas Plantard de Saint-Clair was proclaimed Grand Master 
“by an act dated 6th July 1989” by 107 votes in favour, 5 absentees and 9 votes 
against. There should be nothing significant in this assuming that the Priory of Sion 
is nothing but a small group playing at historical intrigue. However the date of 
appointment of the ratification of his son on the 6th August 1989 in Paris is 
significant because elevation of Plantard’s son to Grand Master was specifically 
timed at 10 o’clock solar time. 

As we have already mentioned the 6th August is the date of the Transfiguration 
of Jesus.  

But it is also the pagan festival celebrated by Druids called the Old Lammas and 
is a celebration of “a power point of the Zodiac symbolised by a Lion.”  

Called Lughnasadh it marks the beginning of the harvest season. At this time 
pagan religions give thanks to the earth for its bounty. Festivities and rituals 

centre on the assurance of a bountiful harvest and to celebrate the harvest cycle.  

At this time Druids give thanks to their moon goddess, they bake bread, and place 
ears of corn, grain, corn dollies, and bread on their altars. This is a time also when 

the Sun God Belenus is beginning to lose his virility and as the days start to get 
shorter the Sun God begins to age and decline. 

At 10 o’clock solar time in Paris the star Aldebaran, when viewed from the 
Magdala tower at Rennes le Chateau and on 6th August 1989 at 10 o’clock, will 
be on a bearing of 252 degrees. This is on a line down what was described as 

David Wood’s Sunrise Line, a line which is directly parallel to the St Michael Ley 
Line in England.  

The Archangel Michael being described by Cornelius Agrippa as the star 
Aldebaran. 

The Transfiguration of Jesus took place on Mount Tabor which is the Languedoc 
name for Mount St Bartholomew and Soularac (Solar Rock). Should this have 
been night time Aldebaran would be seen directly above Bartholomew and 

Soularac at this precise moment. 

The moon is in fact rising at this moment and there is an unusual alignment of the 
planets Mercury and Mars close to the Alpha Leonis or Regulus. This alignment is 
bracketed by Venus on one side and the Sun on the other. Jupiter is in Taurus. The 
star Arcturus would be seen down the valley to the east overhead the Chateau of 
Arques. 

This would be the power point of the Lion called Old Lammas or the 
Transfiguration.  
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Aldebaran is cognisant with the date palm and was worshipped by the Sabæans, 
the Mandaeans of Iraq and represented for the Babylonians - The Tree of Life.  The 
date palm has Blue Apples but can also carry another blue aspect that has life 
giving properties. 

     

Above shows one of the last paintings by Nicolas Poussin called Grapes of the 
Promised Land (the Promised Land is Sion), part of the Seasons series denoting 
autumn which starts around August. In the distance can be seen two snow covered 
mountains showing twin peaks similar to Bartholémy and Soularac (Languedocian 
for Solar Rock). The ladder leads from a bunch of grapes to fig tree and it forms a 
perfect right angled triangle with the tree and the pole carrying the grapes with 
the ladder is set at 72º from the horizontal and the St Michael Ley Line and David 
Wood’s Sunrise Line are both 72º from north. Your attention is also drawn to the 
overhanging rock on the left which is similar to the one in the David Teniers 
painting of St Anthony and St Paul being fed by Ravens.   
 
But what does the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ have to do with St Bartholomew? 
Firstly the man referred to here as Bartholomew was one of the twelve disciples 
but his name was not Bartholomew which means son of Tholmai. From the 9th 
century he has been thought to have been the disciple Nathaniel. Bartholomew 
was introduced to Jesus by Philip and is always featured in his company in the 
three synoptic gospels with the exception of John and Acts and because of this 
when Nathaniel is first mentioned in John 1:45-51 here Nathanael is introduced as 
a friend of Philip. The meeting goes like this: 
 
Philip found Nathanael and told him “We have found the one about whom Moses 
wrote the law, and also the prophets, Jesus, son of Joseph from Nazareth.” But 
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Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him “Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said to him, “Here is a true 
Israelite. There is no duplicity in him,” Nathanael said to him “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under 
the fig tree.” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are 
the King of Israel.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig? You will see greater things than this. “And he said 
to him, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you will see the sky opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 
The KJV Bible says that Nathaniel said “Can anything come from Nazareth?” 
however it is more likely that he said “Can anything come from a Nasurai”. The 
Nasurai (Nazarene sect) were the Essenes and it is now well accepted that both 
John the Baptist and Jesus belonged to this sect. As I said earlier the Mandaeans 
refer to themselves as the Nasurai or Nazarenes and the Hebrew word Nazar means 
“one who is separated”. The Mandaeans do not accept Jesus as a prophet and 
refer to Christians as Kristiyane a name that can be traced as far back as 275CE. 
The Arabs refer to them as Mughtasilla “The ones who wash themselves”. The 
Essenes were formed basically into two branches The Ossaeans and the Nasurai. 
The Southern Ossaeans were known as B’Nai-Zadok or Children of Zadok. The 
Northern Nasurai were known as B’Nai-Amen or “Children of God”. The Children of 
God lived at Mount Carmel and western Jerusalem now called the church of the 
Apostles.    
   
Rabbis traditionally study the scriptures whilst sitting under a fig tree. In the 
Hebrew bible the fig tree was a symbol of peace and prosperity.  
 
“Judah and Israel dwelt in safety, from Dan even to Beersheba every man under 
his vine and under his fig tree all the days of Solomon” 1 Kings 4:25  
 
The word Bethania can mean “The house of Figs” (Bet + Hini). A nearby village to 
Bethany in Israel is called Bethphage “House of mouldy figs”. Whilst it may seem 
curious that a whole village should be named after its failure to produce good figs 
the production of these Phage ridden figs may have been deliberate. For the 
definition of a Phage is a virus that cures and this fungus is known to turn certain 
fruit (including apples), cheese and bread blue and is known by the latin name of 
Penicillium Expansum.  
  
However it is the date-palm that was the Tree of Life to the Babylonians and also 
to the trading Shus of Western India. The tree only fruits when the flower of the 
female tree is fertilised with pollen from the male tree and this succeeded the 
earlier Syrian and Hindu Fig tree. The Mother fig tree was in India and was sacred 
to the maritime traders who worshipped Balaram the son of Rohini, the Red Cow 
(Reindeer - Rennes) and this was the name that they gave to the star Aldebaran. 
The date-palm was the parent tree of the Zend neophytes who made their Kösti, or 
sacred girdle of the fibres of its leaves and decorated it with symbols not dissimilar 
to the apron worn by freemasons. The race that succeeded the Hittites ruled India 
and worshipped the Red Cow and thus made Aldebaran sacred. These new rulers of 
India were the Sons of the Sun-Horse and they succeeded the Turvasu (literally: tur 
= revolving pole + vasu = God) whose bright God (deva) was Ya and is the Fish-Sun 
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Ia of the Akkadians who became Yahveh of the Jews. These Turvasu were great 
sailors and are known to have been the first to derive the twenty four hour system 
of Day and Night. They were known as the Tursena and the Tyrrhenians in the 
Mediterranean and Tursha by the Egyptians.   
 
Nathaniel, the real name of Bartholomew, appears again in John 21, the allegorical 
story of the fishermen in the Sea of Tiberias and the catch of precisely 153 fish and 
where Jesus appeared to them after the resurrection. The association of Nathaniel 
with Bartholomew is tenuous at best, however according to a Syriac tradition the 
original name of Bartholomew was Jesus and this caused him to adopt another 
name. In works of art he is often represented with a large knife, or, as in 
Michelangelo's Last Judgment, with his own skin hanging over his arm. The reason 
for this is that tradition holds that in Armenia he was skinned alive and then 
crucified upside down. 
  
Saint Bartholomew plays a part in Francis Bacon's Utopian tale The New Atlantis 
which he penned in 1627. The tale is about a mythical isolated land Bensalem 
populated by a people dedicated to reason and natural philosophy. Bacon’s story 
relates that twenty years after the ascension of Christ the people of Bensalem 
found the arc floating off their shore and this arc contained a letter from 
Bartholomew the Apostle and in this letter he declared that an angel told 
Bartholomew to set the arc and its contents afloat as well as the books of the Old 
and New Testaments. In the book Bacon continues the popular Atlantis theme of a 
high civilisation destroyed by a flood. But he specifically mentions that this 
country was America and the people that were present in the early 17th century 
North America were merely surviving remnants of this advanced sea going 
civilisation. This theme of a Utopian world with a markedly Christian theme seems 
to echo the ideals of the Hiéron du Val d’Or. 
 
There is a gospel of St Bartholomew and it is mentioned by St Jerome in the 
prologue to his commentary on Matthew and who mentions a number of apocryphal 
Gospels that includes the Gospel of Bartholomew alongside the likes of Basilides 
and Apelles. This text that has been found in the Coptic language as well as Greek 
and Slavonic is normally not referred by most as a Gospel as such but a series of 
questions by Bartholomew.  However there is also a Latin copy, dating from the 
11th century that is available at the monastery of Monte Amiata in the Tuscany 
Mountains in Italy. This monastery found itself in the English news in 1997 because 
it carries the only copy of the Lindisfarne Gospels which were produced around 
716CE. The Lindisfarne Gospels were brought to Monte Amiata by Benedict Biscop 
who was accompanied by a young Wilfrid of Northumbria, later to become St 
Wilfrid, Bishop of York and friend of Dagobert II.  
 
The Gospel of Bartholomew speaks of a duel between himself and the demon 
Beliar (Belial) who is described as the “Angelic ruler of this World” (King of the 
Earth - Rex Mundi). This name fits this mystery like a glove for the origin of the 
name has links to the Celtic Sun God Belenus and is associated with the Beltane 
fire festivals (May Day) and according to some Beliar is the demon, son of Asmodiar 
who attempted to infiltrate King Arthur's court.       
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 Why did the people of the Languedoc call the name of Mount St Bartholomew 
after Mount Tabor, one of the most sacred mountains in Israel?  
 
On the day celebrated as the day of the Transfiguration of Jesus which is August 6th 
the Catholic Church says a prayer to the grape Harvest.  
 

Blessing of Grapes on Transfiguration 

Bless, O Father, this new fruit of the vine, which has grown and ripened 
through good weather, warm sunshine, and drops of rain and dew: may it 
bring refreshment and joy to us who partake of it. As the buds of the 
vine have been transformed into ripe and delicious fruit, and as the juice 
of the fruit is transformed by thy grace into the pure Blood of Christ, so 
may we be transformed into the mature likeness of him who shed his 
Blood for us and quenches our thirst with the Cup of Salvation, the same 
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Orthodox Christian Celebration of the feast of the Transfiguration is 
celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom and includes readings 
from Exodus 24:12-18 where God bids Moses to come up to the mountain and 
where God gives Moses, who is accompanied by Joshua, the Tablets of Stone and 
the Law and the commandments.  

The Transfiguration of Jesus is one of the central events recorded in the Gospels. 
It occurs immediately after he has been recognised by his disciples as the Christ, 
the anointed one, and Son of God. He told them he must go to Jerusalem to suffer 
and this caused indignation amongst them. Jesus rebuked them and then took 
Peter, James and John up Mount Tabor and was transfigured before them. The 
Transfiguration of Jesus is described in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 17:1-9, Mark 
9:2-8, Luke 9:28-36). Jesus climbs a mountain with the disciples and speaks with 
Moses and Elijah and is called Son by God. You will remember that Lazarus is Greek 
for Eliezer which is another name for Elijah or Elias.  

The Transfiguration is therefore directly connected to the Eucharist. In the Eastern 
Orthodox Church grapes are traditionally brought into the church to be blessed 
after the Divine Liturgy and if grapes are not available apple or some other fruit 
may be brought and this begins the “Blessing of the First Fruits”. The theme is 
captured by Nicolas Poussin in his depiction of autumn in his Seasons series which 
he painted at the end of his life.  

The actual reason for naming the mountain Saint Bartholémy has been lost but may 
well originally have had nothing whatsoever to do with the Catholic saint, the 
disciple of Jesus called Nathaniel. There are many occasions where pagan deities 
or individuals have been sainted in order to trap a population already holding these 
personages in reverence into the emerging Christian faith. There are more than a 
dozen towns called St Bartholémy throughout France and one close the city of 
Rennes is also associated with St Germaine. However, it is the similarity to the 
phrase Bar Ptolemy that is attractive proposition here and maybe means Son of 
Ptolemy. Ptolemy, you will remember, constructed the first map containing the 

Comment [I A51]: The similarity to 
the word Thelema is also worth a 
mention. 



meridian which appeared to pass through the Canary Islands. Ptolemy, who used 
the geocentric system, was of course the first to recognise the First Point of Aries, 
the point where the ecliptic and the equatorial meet at the equinoxes. You will 
remember that Ptolemy II (Son of Ptolemy – Bar Tholomai in Hebrew) reigned 
during the period from which the post-renaissance movement called La Pléiade 
which referred to seven poets of the Alexandrian period.  

The dominance of these two mountains over the area is unquestionable; they can 
be seen from almost all of the towns and villages associated with this mystery. As I 
have already mentioned to the north of Rennes le Chateau lies a very small hamlet 
called St Salvayre which is close the Alet les Bains and one could almost rename 
this place St Surveyor for its position and height available to mark out the 
Landscape Geometry we have been speaking of is unquestionable. Soularac and 
Saint Bartholémy are clearly observed from this prominent site with its very 
ancient church with an even more ancient floor and is clearly an example of how 
more modern Christian places of worship have been placed over ancient sites of a 
long lost religion.  

It is also captured on the freeze depicted at the Abbey of Sion does it also appear 
in the shape of the pillar under Our Lady of Lourdes a place where the cure is 
taken by the sick? Did someone, before Fleming, discover the curing properties of 
this mould that grows on fruit? The name Penicillin comes from the word for 
paintbrush and pencil which is taken from the appearance of the mould cells under 
a microscope. But also remember that Malmsey wine, a particular favourite of 
Saunière’s, gets its special flavour by utilising the effect of a specific mould that 
grows on the grape and this is given the name Noble Rot which turns the grapes 
blue. 

Is a similar special mould allowed to grow on Shewbread; the bread that is treated 
in a special way and then left for days before it is eaten? Does this mould put the 
priests that consume them into some kind of halucinary state where the Pineal 
gland is stimulated? 
 
All of this of course is speculation and a kind of interlinking thread which is an 
acceptable form of enquiry in science provided one always references this 
speculation with known facts. The odd juxtaposition of the crucified Christ and the 
stealing of the grapes of the Promised Land from the Abbey of Sion shown above 
are worth looking at more closely. 
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